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Description 

The pygmy slow loris is the smallest species of the nocturnal lorises. Their tails are very short; their 

limbs are long with very disproportionately large hands. They have a darker stripe running down 

their spinal column which becomes darker during the dry season (UK summer) and a very typical 

face mask pattern. Coloration can vary within the browns. They are exudativores and have 

morphology, behaviour and physiology adapted to harvesting and digesting tree gum and insects. 

Slow lorises are the only venomous primates and love to eat slow, noxious and chemically defended 

insects. Unlike other primates, lorises ingest all of the arthropods and rarely remove the chitinous 

body parts such as wings and legs.  

Habitat 

This species has a large range in Southeast Asia in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and Thailand. Their 

preferred natural habitat is tropical forest but they show surprising ease in adjusting to disturbed 

and secondary habitat. They prefer humid areas with very tall trees.  

Reproduction 

Unlike other loris species, the pygmy slow loris has a set breeding season which is usually during the 

dry season. They have either a single offspring or twins. The babies are born helpless and cling to 

their mother for the first few weeks afterwhich they are simply parked on a branch and left alone 

while the mother goes off to forage. As the infant grows older it will begin exploring its 

surroundings. It is not yet known how they learn what plant or insect species to learn since so social 

learning has ever been observed but they begin to eat solid food quite early on, usually around 2-3 

months. Males and females can be kept in the same enclosure even when an infant is born and they 

will simply get on with it when the season is right. The new infant must be removed from the 

enclosure between one and two years after it is born.  

Housing requirements 

Ideally they will be housed in a reversed light cycle exhibit– nocturnal enclosure using RED lights 

only. Those which use hourly dimming have had great success in raising infants. Although a few 



number of institutions have successfully reproduced the lorises in a diurnal enclosure, visitors 

receive less of an experience and are less likely to see the lorises. There must be many vertical and 

horizontal branches or branch like furniture and possibly ropes for the lorises to exercise and travel. 

Vertical space must be used. Not all furniture needs to be in physical contact, gaps the length of a 

loris is ideal and will allow the lorises to perform bridging behaviours. Keep in mind these primates 

cannot jump. Feeding platforms should be avoided. Multiple feeding dishes should be clipped on 

branches and allowed to be moved around the enclosure. They can be slightly out of the way to 

allow lorises to hang, stretch and work for their meal. Natural plants should be part of the enclosure, 

especially some bamboo. A small stand of planted bamboo will provide the loris with a preferred 

sleeping site. Nest boxes are quite useless since lorises do not sleep in tree holes.    

Outdoor Housing 

In the western world, it is quite rare to have an outdoor exhibit for lorises because of the reverse 

light cycle many zoos have. They should always have access to an indoor enclosure to 

thermoregulate in the colder and/or less humid climates. Lush natural trees and large bushes would 

enable the loris to forage for arthropods.  

Feeding 

Free ranging pygmy slow lorises eat 60% exudates and 40% insects. Acacia gum should be the main 

staple of their diet, as well as many insects. Diluted nectar can also be provided routinely. Mineral 

and vitamin supplements can easily be added to the gum mixture. Small amounts of dry primate 

pellets can also be fed such as pellets for callitrichids. For little primates, lorises have an incredibly 

strong bite strength, food should not be made into a mush. 

Small amounts of vegetables can be fed as well. 

There is NO reason why a loris should be fed fruits, dairy or meat. Hard boiled eggs are an exception 

and can sporadically be fed with shell.  

Lorises do not usually drink from puddles of water, the best and most natural method to provide 

them with water is to spray water on a stand of bamboo,and they will lick the droplets off of the 

leaves and stems. Providing them with diluted nectar will also provide them with water. 

 

Diet Sheet Included Below. 

 

 No Of Animals:1           

 

Day Veg Nectar Insect Gum 

Monday 

 

20g B 

20g C 

1g Locusts 3g  

Tuesday  1g 25g 

Mealworms 

3g 

 



 

Wednesday 

 

20g B 

20g C 

1g Locusts 3g 

Thursday 

 

30g B 1g Locusts 3g 

Friday 

 

20g B 

20g C 

1g Locusts 3g  

Saturday 

 

 1g 25g 

Mealworms 

3g 

Sunday 

 

20g B 

20g C 

1g Locusts 3g 

 

Additional items 

 

Nutrobal can be added to the diet twice a week, included in the gum mixture since this would 

naturally be their source of protein 

 

One handful of locusts will suffice (2-3g) 

 

 

Preparation and presentation 

 

 

Clinical issues in captivity 

 

In general Tooth Problems, renal impairments, facial abscesses  

    

At Paignton (past) Teeth problems, facial abscesses  

 



 

 

Enrichment/medication/training treats 

 

Medication can be given on small amounts of fruit or vegetables, injected into a mealworm or 

via any other source deemed appropriate. Any part of the normal diet can be used for training 

treats or as part of enrichment; however the daily ration should be reduced accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

Other Information 

 

Pygmy Slow lorises are exudate feeders and NOT frugivores as previously thought.  They have 

specialized procumbent lower incisors (tusks) which they use to gouge tree trunks which 

unleashes a current of gum, sap or phloem. 60% of their total diet is solely on these exudates 

with the remaining 40% is mostly insects.  

 

 

Ave. male weight 418g    Est. energy requirement 

 41kcal 

Ave. female weight 422g   Est. energy requirement  42kcal 

Diet last reviewed 07/22/2013  Energy provided by diet    45kcal 

 

 

Zootrition evaluation  Date: 22/07/2013   

 

 

Nutrient composition: 

 

Nutrient  Amount / volume / concentration  



Energy (ME) 3.47 kcal/g 

Crude Fibre  2.82% 

ADF 6.96% 

NDF 9.55% 

NFE 17.09% 

Crude Protein 22.92% 

Crude Fat  8.85% 

Vitamin A 151.52 IU/g 

Vitamin D3 9.92 IU/g 

Vitamin E 708.49 mg/kg 

Calcium 1.19 

Phosphorous  0.42 

 

 

Health 

 

Common signs off ill health include: 

 

 Emaciation 

 Pus discharge 

 Aggressive behaviour 

 

Specific disease risks: 

Although lorises are far removed from humans they are still primates and zoonoses are a definite 

possibility. They are also venomous and they should only be handled when absolutely necessary 

with bite proof gloves and absolute caution. 

If there are any signs of poor health a vet should be consulted for a diagnosis. 

 

Other areas of note 
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primate conservation and nutrition at Oxford Brookes University about the feeding ecology of Javan 
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